
Story Ideas for Eastern Oregon 2008 -2009
Bringing History to the Present

Interesting stories about eastern Oregon’s history,  the region’s diverse
heritage, and the impacts of present-day way of lif e:

Kam Wah Chung & Co. Museum – A Time Box
Instinctively lowering your head, you step up and through the small but sturdy-framed door. You shake off the bright
summer sun, straining to focus through the
darkness. You welcome the coolness but
question it's source. The first thing you see
is a gaudy collogued wall of faded peacock
feathers and gilded paper flowers. On
another wall you see a row of trundled
cots. You cringe as you sense the haunting
presence of opium pipe dreamers,
sprawled out before you. Composure is
gained as the curator guides you into
another room and past the altar of the
Kitchen God. You wonder if you should
bow? Herbal concoctions and hundreds of
medicine bottles rally in dust under an
incense blackened ceiling. You look around
- you feel a mystical spell, you smell the
musk of ages, and it dawns on you; this is
the catalyst of Grant County, Oregon. This
is the shining light of the magical celestial beings . This
is quite possibly the greatest treasure of Oregon. This
is the Kam Wah Chung.
(http://gesswhoto.com/chung.html)

The 140-year-old structure that provides an
unparalleled glimpse into the life and culture of the

early Chinese
community in Oregon.
Constructed in 1876 as
a trading post, the
building evolved over
the years to become the
social, medical, and
religious center for the
Chinese community in
eastern Oregon. Housed
in the original building,
the Museum contains a
vast collection of
artifacts, including business and financial records, supplies, and ancient Chinese herbs
and medicines, some dating back to the 1800s.
Oregon State Parks Trust has accomplished its campaign to raise $1.5 million to help
preserve and restore this critical site. The fundraising drive, chaired by Oregon First

Lady Mary Oberst, received contributions from 377 individuals, businesses, foundations, and agencies totaling
$1,504,816, bringing the campaign to a successful completion three years ahead of schedule.
“The Kam Wah Chung & Co. Museum
Contact: Christy Sweet, Oregon State Parks-Kam Wah Chung

Phone: 541-620-1723; Email: christina.sweet@state.or.us



Barns…A Window into the Past
As you drive through environment that makes up eastern
Oregon it is nearly impossible to not be influenced by the
landscape and how it effected the lives of the people.  The
towering mountain ranges of the Wallowas and the Blues
brought harsh winter weather that required the Native
Americans to seek shelter in the warmer climates along
the Snake River in Hells Canyon, and the Columbia River.
Later, early ranchers required well-built barns to house
precious winter hay, the milking livestock, and the draft
horses.  In Harney County, Peter French built a huge
round barn in which his vaqueros trained horses during
the winter months.  Long calving and lambing sheds were
also needed to help the ranchers protect their livelihoods from all winter had to give.
Many of these barns were also influenced by culture of the people that erected them.
Norwegian, Basque, and other European mediums temper the shape, color, and overall
designs.
Contacts:  Alice Trindle, Eastern Oregon Visitors Assn. 541-856-3356

Little Rural Churches: Shaping the Culture of Easte rn Oregon Then & Now
Tucked away in almost every little community of Eastern Oregon are little community churches, each with
a story to tell about not only the religion of the area, but the shaping of the community’s culture.  The
heritage of these churches tells of the spirit of the early people, along with the ethnic and culture
backgrounds of the people who built them.  Today, many of these churches are still thriving, but
unfortunately, a number are on their way to ruin.  Examples of great story about the rural churches of
Eastern Oregon could include:
·  The Cove Ascension Chapel built in 1869, with stain

glass windows that were brought around the Horn.
·  The Haines Methodist Church built in 1893, with a rich

living history with many church members alive today who
have attended for over 70 years

·  The Baker City Episcopal Church built in 1876, with the
designer being a boat maker, so he fashioned the
sancturary as if it were a boat that was turned upside-
down

·  The Baker City Catholic Cathedral, built between 1903
and 1906 of volcanic tuff stone, hand carved, and
constructed on the design of the ancient cathedrals of
Europe in the form of a cross.  Renovation work to the
inside, including removal of a wall at the front of the
sanctuary, painting of the apse and restoring the old wall
stencils which had been covered for over 50 years.

·  The little church in Imbler, that is on the brink of
destruction, and how the current community is fighting to
save this piece of history

·  Echo Methodist-Episcopal Church: Built in 1886, extensively
remodeled in 1910.  Still used as a church.  This is an example
of a New England style church, built to serve the congregation.
The crenellated tower added in 1910 is distinctive and a
departure from the original architecture.  The large stain glass
windows were likewise installed in 1910.

Contact: Alice Trinlde, Eastern Oregon Visitors Assn. 541-856-3272 or 856-3356



Lewis & Clark – Exploration on the Great Columbia R iver
Eastern Oregon offers a number of ways to explore the history of the Corps of
Discovery, and their engagement with the people, land, plants, and animals found in
the region.  Two prominent geological landmarks talked about in Lewis & Clarks diaries
are the formations they called Two Sisters and Hat Rock.  Two Sisters are monoliths
with Indian legends among the Umatilla, Cayuse, and Walla Walla Tribes.  They are
located on the Columbia River along Highway 730, and would have been seen by
Lewis & Clark much as they can be viewed today.  Hat Rock, which the expedition
named, is located nearby, also on the Columbia River.  The state park here offers
walking, biking, and horseback riding trails.  Many commemorations will be happening
in Umatilla County regarding Lewis & Clark, including a poster contest sponsored by
the Umatilla County historical Society.
Contact: Leslie Carnes, Pendleton Chamber of Commerce  1-800-547-8911

Echo Stories – Historic Buildings Bring Life and Ch aracter to Tiny Rural
Towns
Echo, Oregon has more than its fair share of historic buildings and sites.  This small town of 675 people in
Northeastern Oregon has ten buildings on the National Register of Historic Places and many other historic homes
and commercial buildings that are not on the register.  The town’s founder JH Koontz is associated with two of the
buildings:  his  1883 Italianate home and the 1904 Koontz Building. The Beaux-arts style commercial building with its
decorative tin ceilings once had the highest assessed value in town.  The highlight of the national register buildings is
the 1916 Beaux-arts style City hall.   In 2000 the city completed a $500,000 renovation of the building, which now
houses the public library, city hall and a multi-purpose community center/ball room.
            Another of Echo’s prominent business people, Joseph Cunha is associated with three more of the properties,
the 1920 Echo Bank, St. Peter’s Catholic Church and the Cunha Farmstead.  Cunha, a Portuguese immigrant from
the Azores, started a ranching and business dynasty that remains to day.  He
went from a stowaway on a Boston Bound ship in the 1880s to a land baron who
controlled 64,000 acres of land, had 14,000 sheep and 600 cattle by the 1940s.
Contact: Diane Berry, City of Echo at: ecpl@centurytel.net
(information is from Echo Cultural Inventory which can be found at
http://www.echo-oregon.com/)

Living History Theater…Brining the Past to Life
Eastern Oregon offers a number of exceptional living history and cultural
performances throughout the year.  The performers, as well as the
organizations and facilities at which they perform, are acutely aware of
presenting an authentic story, with correct regalia, period costuming, and
accurate accounts, told or played in a very entertaining fashion.
Examples include:
·  Tamastslikt Cultural Institute (near Pendleton): Performances and

exhibits throughout the year, telling the Native American stories, art,
and history. Contact Charles DeNight  1-800-966-9748

·  National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center (near Baker City):

Living history and exhibits throughout the year.  April 1st –
November, 2004: Exhibits and performances regarding “The
Explorers”  Contact: Sarah LeCompete   541-523-1843

·  Four River Cultural Center (in Ontario): Performances and
exhibits telling the stories and history of the combination of
cultures along the Snake, Malheur, Owyhee, Payette rivers.
Contact: John Breidenbach, Ontario Visitors Bureau   1-888-
889-8012 or email: directorontvcb@fmtc.com

Echo Museums & Historical Sites Provide a Perspecti ve on
the Past, Present, and Future:
Echo, Oregon is a small rural town, population on a BIG day, or
over 600 people!  The town itself has many buildings and homes
on the National Historic Register, and within a 10 mile radius of “metro” Echo, you will find Oregon Trail
Sites, museums, and great annual events.  Here are a few to consider:



1.  Oregon Trail Sites:  Oregon Trail wagon ruts remain visible in
several locations near Echo Oregon.  The Corral Springs site is 5
miles west of Echo on the Reith Road.  Enroute to this site you pass
the David Koontz Gravesite.  Koontz died along the trail and was
buried between old Hwy 30 and what is now the Union Pacific
Railroad Main line.  The Oregon California Trail Ass. (OCTA) erected
an interpretive panel at the site which tells about Koontz and his
family.  At the Corral Springs site two mail sets of ruts descend the
hill, while at the top as many as 5 shallow sets of ruts remain.

A little over 2 miles west of town just off HWY 320 is the first of two sites where ruts remain on the Echo Meadows.
Go another three miles and you will find the sign directing you to the north and the Bureau of Land Management’s
Echo Meadows site. BLM has erected a kiosk with several interpretive panels.  A paved path provides access to the
wagon ruts and a lookout point at the top of a nearby hill.
A brochure providing directions to these and other Oregon Trail and historic sites is available by contacting the City
of Echo, PO Box 9, Echo, OR (541) 376-8411 email ecpl@centurytel.net ;

2. Fort Henrietta Park:  Echo’s Fort Henrietta Park is a National Historic Oregon Trail site.  This was the site of the
Oregon Trail Lower Crossing of the Umatilla River.  Now it is a city park featuring a number of historic displays and
two unmanned museums.  Three push button activated recorders provide information on the displays at the Covered
Wagon Museum and the Antique Fire Equipment Museum.  The Covered Wagon Museum features interpretive
panels that provide a list items typically packed in a wagon for the trip to Oregon, a covered wagon and a display of
items that would have been included in the trip to Oregon such as sacks of flour and salt, cast iron cookware, barrels
and buckets.

The Antique Fire Equipment Museum is built around five pieces of turn of
the century fire fighting equipment that were used in Echo until the 1940s to
fight fires.  A hook and ladder complete with leather buckets, a chemical
cart that resembles a giant fire extinguisher and three hose carts make up
the collection.  Like early buggies, these pieces of equipment were
decorated with lines, flowers, dots and gilt popular in the Victorian era.  The
recordings provide information on Echo fire fighting and the development of
fire fighting and volunteers in America.

3. China House/Oregon Railway and Navigation Company Museum: This
1880s building was once a bunk house for the Chinese Laborers who
constructed the Oregon Railway and Navigation Co. Railway (now Union
Pacific) through north and eastern Oregon.  At each section there was a
“White” House and a “China” House and a separate privy pit for each.  Rosina Luciani, who’s husband John was the
section foreman at Echo for over 40 years, donated the building to the Fort Henrietta Foundation in the early 1990s
to serve as a museum for the artifacts recovered during archaeological excavations and railroad tools and
memorabilia.  Two interpretive panels outside the building provide historical information for visitors 24/7.  A collection
of antique farm equipment is on display in the parking lot.

4. Echo Community Center/City Hall/Library:  The Echo City Hall building is not just a government office or a library,
but is a repository for artifacts and vintage clothing.  Within the Echo Library wall panels display Native American
Tools, while in the courtyard petroglyphs from the Columbia River are on display.  Throughout the building there are
historic photographs, artwork and Vintage clothing Displays.  Artifacts excavated from the Fort Henrietta and Utilla
Indian Agency historic site are displayed in the community center foyer. The Utilla Indian Agency was the first agency
for the Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla tribes. It was constructed at the Lower Crossing of the Umatilla River along
the Oregon Trail.  It was the first frame-building emigrants had seen since leaving Fort Laramie, Wyoming, and as a
result was mentioned in numerous emigrant diaries during its short life from 8151-55. Fort Henrietta was a militia fort
constructed at Echo in 1855 on the site of the “still smoldering” agency building during the Yakima Indian Wars.
5. Vintage Clothing: Once upon a time Echo hosted a celebration called Fort Henrietta Days and one of the events
was a vintage clothing show.  The Echo Booster Club, city and two private individuals began collecting vintage
clothing and accessories for the show.  Now the Echo Library is the custodian for a collection of over 500 pieces of
vintage clothing.  Displays of clothing are scattered around the building, while most of the collection is stored in an
archival room.  There are a few items that date to the 1850s, but the core collection dates from 1890 to 1950.



Jenkins Round Barn Visitors Center:  What if you had a
dream (Oregon is for Dreamers!) that you could preserve and
protect your families heritage by building a museum, visitors
center, and gift shop in the middle of  “Nowhere Oregon”, and
then take visitors on tours to share with them the stories of the
region…the stories of your family?  Well in Oregon, that is
possible.  Four generations of the Jenkins family has lived at the
base of Steens Mountain in southeastern Oregon.  They were
around when Peter French built his round barn to break horses
in during the winter months.  They know the Northern Piaute
Indians.  They can tell you about the Kiger mustang and still use
them on their working cattle ranch today. And they have built
their dream visitors center, with a huge Juniper tree right in the middle of a structure mirroring the
architecture of the Round Barn.  In most places, monies for a visitors center comes from state and local
agencies.  In southeast Oregon, the Jenkins family just built their own to preserve who they are!
Contacts: Mr. Jenkins at Jenkins Historical Tours & Round Barn Visitors Center – web site:
www.roundbarn.net; 1-888-493-2420
Jessica Cahill, Harney County Chamber – email: director@harneycounty.com; 541-573-2636

Native American

A Mistake in Identity that Changed Southeast Oregon ’s Northern
Paiute  – Think of this…You have lived in your homeland forever.  Then the
white European settlers, ranchers, and cattle barons move in.  You are
hospitable, basically trying to get along, as your world is changing around
you.  Then a renegade group of Bannock Indians races through your
homeland, killing a number of the settlers, and putting fear and eventual
prejudice in the minds of the white population.  Retaliation follows, but not
towards the culprits.  Instead, any Indian, no matter what tribe he or she was
from, is subject the wrath of the settlers.  As a result hundreds of Northern
Paiute are killed, and sent from their homeland.  The story could relay the
history of the Northern Paiute Tribe, how this “mistake in identity” unlimitedly
changed more than just where and how this tribe lived, but how they are
now returning to their homeland.
Contact: Barbara Sam with the Northern Paiute Nation – email:
barbara.sam@burnspaiute-nsn.gov; 541-573-1105 or 541-589-0308
Jessica Cahill, Harney County Chamber – email: director@harneycounty.com; 541-573-2636

Cowboys Then & Now – More than a museum…A story abo ut life in Eastern Oregon – Tucked away
in a turn-of-the-century brick bank building is a glimpse of history, of heritage, and a look at an American
legend.  It is an amazing little museum that takes the visitor back in time to the late 1800’s – early 1900’s
to meet cowhands, trail bosses, and ranchers.  You will learn about the life of the cowboy, the importance
of his equipment, and how a good horse was not only essential to his job, but was a loyal companion.

The Union County Museum, in Union, Oregon is home to the Cowboys Then and Now exhibit.  Other
museums in eastern Oregon that bring the experience of cowboy life and ranching heritage to present-day
visitors:
Sherman County Museum in Moro, Oregon
Umatilla County Historical Society Museum in Pendleton, Oregon
Frazier Farmstead Museum in Milton-Freewater, Oregon
Four Rivers Cultural Center in Ontario, Oregon
Hareny County Museum in Burns, Oregon
Agricultural Museum in Nyssa, Oregon
Morrow County Museum in Heppner, Oregon



Cowboys Then & Now
UNION, OREGON - Cowboy history rode into town on moving vans in 1996,
when the acclaimed “Cowboys Then & Now,” collection found a new permanent
home in the smallcommunity of Union, Oregon. The Union County Museum was
successful in acquiring thecollection from the Oregon Cattleman’s Heritage
Foundation when the museum housingthe collection in Portland, Oregon, closed.
Now housed in a historic bank building, wherethe wooden floors creek and real
cowboys occasionally ride past the windows, the exhibithas gained a sense of
reality. It sits in the midst of some of the best and most beautiful
cattle country in the state. The Cowboys Then & Now collection includes an
illustratedtime line display which shows the history of cowboys and cattle on the
American continent,beginning with the arrival of cattle to Haiti aboard the ships
of Christopher Columbus, onhis second voyage to the new world in 1494. The
historical account continues downthrough the centuries and includes the roles of Hollywood and rodeos in
the making of theAmerican cowboy legend. Additional museum exhibits feature local cultural and natural
history and area agriculture.
Contact: Janet Dodson, Union County Tourism, La Grande, OR 800.848.9969 or
visitlg@eoni.com www.visitlagrande.com

Have you ever spent the night in history?  Eastern Oregon’s
Historic Hotels – Ghost stories, ranchers hang-outs, fine linen table
clothe, to extraordinary cuisine, the historic hotels of eastern Oregon
offer a myriad of tales, along with present-day amenities.
The Geiser Grand Hotel in Baker City was once called the finest hotel
between Salt Lake City and Portland, Oregon.  With a stain-glass palm
court from which the up standing society women took afternoon tea, to
the elegant dining room and lavish suites, the Geiser Grand Hotel is
again re-visiting its glory.

The Union Hotel in Union, Oregon was a typical stopping point
for ranchers, farmers, and other tradesmen as they traveled
through eastern Oregon.  Restored to ….

The Condon Hotel in Condon, Oregon offers a glimpse of travel
during the tunr-of-the-century by sheepmen, farmers, and
salesmen…

A Family Affair…Hotel Diamond -  DIAMOND HOTEL IS A  REAL GEM
When staying at the charming Diamond Hotel, in the far reaches of Oregon's "Outback" region in the
state's southeast corner, guests are likely to meet and be served by several generations of the same
family that owned and operated the hotel for over 100 years ago.  The family who owns Hotel Diamond
has been ranching in Harney County for five generations and was one of the first families to settle the
area. Their great-grandparents established the first bed and breakfast in the county, McCoy Creek Inn,
before taking over Hotel Diamond.  Set in an oasis surrounded by ancient poplars housing great horned
owls, a yard with deer, and adjacent to the Malheur Wild Life Refuge and Kiger Gorge, Hotel Diamond is
the favorite spot for people who appreciate the history and ecology of the unique region of southeastern
Oregon.  Strip malls, traffic jams and fast food are hours away.

Diamond, Oregon lies at the base of breathtaking Steens Mountain in the heart of country rich with history
of settlers, Indians, sheepherders and cattle barons.  It is thought that Mrs. Dolly Kiger named the town in
1874, as well as the craters located northwest of the town after the diamond shaped brand used by the
McCoy Ranch.  Far removed from population centers by the turn of the 20th century Diamond was growing



into a major merchandising outlet for ranchers, sheepmen, and travelers. It was a common sight to observe camp
tenders making large purchases in Diamond to restock the solitary sheepherders who spent their lives with the
sheep. Often the herders as well as camptenders stayed days and sometimes weeks at the Hotel Diamond during
rest periods. The two stores in Diamond were centers of much activity, and of course the saloon with its special
charm for people accustomed to solitary living, attracted many clients. At its zenith Diamond had a population of
about fifty people.

Hotel Diamond has been carefully renovated to give old-fashioned ambience without giving up modern convenience.
At the end of the day spent exploring the region enjoy a full meal, then relax on the screened verandah with a glass
of wine or a cup of coffee and listen to the night sounds before you retire to your comfortable room. Each room (the 3
bedrooms downstairs with queen beds and private baths and the 5 bedrooms upstairs sharing 2 baths) is decorated
with ranch style furnishings, quilts, photographs and art.

Eastern Oregon Celebrates Rich History
BAKER CITY & JOHN DAY, OREGON_ “Rich” is inspired by the gold – millions of dollars of it, that was mined and
dredged between Baker City and John Day and describes the depth of authentic experiences that remain to retell the
history. The story begins thousands of years ago and its evidence is waiting to be discovered at the Fossil Beds in
John Day. Fast forward to the greatest land migration in North America and visit The National Historic Oregon Trail
Interpretive Center. Experience the Trial the way the pioneers did, retrace their steps and see the wheel ruts that still
remain. Marvel at the Victorian Architecture in Baker City – 110 buildings on the national historic registry remain as a
reminder of the people who built them and the riches of the community at the turn of the Century. The Kam Wah
Chung & Co. Museum provides, across its century-old doorsteps, an unmatched glimpse into the life and culture of
the early Chinese community in Oregon. Constructed in 1875 as a trading post, it evolved over the years to become
the social, medical and religious center for the Chinese community in Eastern Oregon. The quest for gold continued
and the evidence remains at the Sumpter Valley Dredge State Heritage Area. Ride the Sumpter Valley Railway, an
authentic narrow gauge train that originally traveled between Sumpter and Prairie City supporting the gold and timber
industries.
Contact: : Kari Whitacre, 800.523.1235 or 541.523.3356
Email: kari@visitbaker.com

Heppner flood of June 14, 1903
A day of rest turned to tragedy in the
prosperous community of Heppner, Morrow
County, with a population of 1500 persons.
Late afternoon found the householders at
dinner and the families were preparing for
evening service at church. A storm had broken
about 5:15 p.m. An strange and ominous roar
preceded the onrush of a crushing tumbling
wall of water. A cloudburst about one mile
south of the city had piled up a wall debris that
temporary held then released a wall of water
200 yards wide to sweep without warning
down the narrow gorge, leaving death and
destruction in its path. 247 bodies were
recovered.

Many lives were spared and the town was
saved from probably total destruction because of a row of trees along the boundary of the chief residential street. As
debris piled against the trees, the water was damned somewhat, and was forced back into Willow Creek's regular
channel.

As the crush of water struck the community, Leslie Matlock, son of a former sheriff of Morrow County, and Bruce
Kelly, sensing potential disaster for communities in the path of the flood, started horseback and rode 18 miles just
ahead of the water, spreading the alarm. Accounts of the flood relate that Matlock's horse dropped dead in the
course of the ride, than he continued on a fresh horse. Because of the warning, ranchers on Willow Creek below
Heppner were able to drive their stock to higher land where they were safe.

Cities and towns throughout the state, and the Northwest, contributed to a relief fund and supplies as soon as the
extent of the tragedy became known.  (http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ohq/105.1/denouden.html)



Little Rural Towns: Finding Who You Really Are (or want to be?) through Rural America
Ontario, Oregon
They come from the East, the West, the South and the North four
rivers that converge in the Western Treasure Valley, where Oregon
borders Idaho. For centuries, the Snake, the Malheur, the Owyhee and
the Payette Rivers have supported life here, attracting people from all
points of the compass. Four Rivers Cultural Center is named for these
waterways. The rivers, in turn, represent the constant flow of people of
varied ancestries American Indian, Basque, European, Hispanic and
Japanese people who have made this a diverse and vital region that
has opened its arm to many cultures and accepted their differences.
This mix of cultures is readily apparent in the variety of dining choices
available, including Japanese, Mexican, Italian, Chinese, Basque, and
Euro-American recipes, as well as good old-fashioned, "home cooked"
meals.

The Four Rivers Cultural Center and Historical Museum has events with a wide variety of historical and ethnic
interest. The museum highlights the diverse history of the region and its inhabitants. An authentic Japanese Garden
will soon provide visitors with a beautiful and tranquil atmosphere for observation and contemplation. It hosts a
600seat theater and convention rooms that offer stage productions for drama, music, and other group
activities/functions.

Located in Oregon's only county inside the Mountain time zone, Ontario has an agriculturally-based economy. Crops
include onions, potatoes, sugar-beets, corn, alfalfa, mint, seeds, grain and hay. Livestock raised locally include cattle,
sheep, llamas and buffalo. Trucking companies as well as Union Pacific rail lines help transport these commodities
and processed food products to markets throughout the nation and world. Recreation opportunities abound with a
local community aquatic center, an 18-hole municipal golf course, two movie theaters, a bowling alley, four fitness
centers, five municipal parks, one state park and a cultural museum. Area recreation includes swimming, water
skiing, bicycling, boating, hunting, biking and fishing. Snow sports can be found on nearby mountain slopes.

Major local events include the Japanese- American Obon Festival, Malheur County Fair, Winter Wonderland Parade,
October Faire, Ontario Air Faire and Basque Dinner & Dance.
Contact: Ontario Convention & Visitors Bureau – John Breidenbach at: 541-889-8012 or
email:directorontvcb@fmtc.com

Ichthyosaur Anyone?
What is an ancient reptile that swam and died in a tropical sea near what is in current day China doing in
the mountains in eastern Oregon?  Excellent question.  Now the answers can be found, along with
fossilized remains of “ICK-thee-uh-sore” at the Eastern Oregon Regional Museum, in Baker City, Oregon.
The remains or the immense skull of this meat eating fish were found in 1990 by a teenager from Grants
Pass, during a paleontology program being conducted by the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry.
The skull, along with other fragments found in the area over 30 years ago, seem to confirm the theory that
some of the high peaks of NE Oregon, were at one time part of a tepid sea located thousands of miles
away in present day China.  Contact Kari Whitacre at: 1-800-523-1235 or www.visitbaker.com

Thomas Condon Paleontology Center: Lions, tigers, a nd bears…Oh My!

 The present unlocks the past in this beautiful
new faciticty operated by the National Parks
Service.  The whole family will learn about
three-toed horses, bear-dogs, and the
amazing changes that have occurred in this
very spot from pre-historic times.

Contact: Sarah Herve at 503-989-7085 or
email: sarah_herve@nps.gov



Oregon Paleo Lands Institute
FIND TIME!

The Oregon Paleo Lands Institute will help
you discover Oregon's past and explore
its present landscapes. With the John Day
basin as our "home base", we provide
trips, classes, and adventures throughout
Oregon. You can fine-tune your skills in
photography and art, collect fossils, learn
about bats, butterflies, bunchgrass, and
bears, earn college credit, float a wild and
scenic river, or join us on a cycle trip. Let
us guide you on a day hike through Painted Hills onto an ancient beach where
pterosaurs flew and plesiosaurs swam. We'll take you and your family on a
customized day hike to collect fossils, touch a 44-million-year-old tree, visit a lakeshore 33 million years
old, or volunteer to assist paleontologists in their research.

Visit us, and FIND TIME!   Fossil, Oregon 541-763-4480

Fire…The History of Many Rural Towns
Discover the Eastern Oregon Fire Museum
Go to any western state and begin to research the history of the
small towns and you will discover that fire played a role in
developing the culture, feel, and design of that rural location.  The
Eastern Oregon Fire Museum located in La Grande, Oregon tells the
not-so-unique history of early fire houses.  From the horse-drawn
carts to the early fire trucks, this museum has some of the best
examples of early fire fighting equipment in the Pacific Northwest.
Fire engine buffs will marvel at the restored….
LA GRANDE, OREGON — Every kid, from 2 to 102, loves fire
engines! Five vintage and antique fire trucks are the main attractions
of this new museum in downtown La Grande, Oregon. Some have
been beautifully restored to their original condition. Visitors are
welcome to climb aboard and ring the bells. Exhibits include a
century’s worth of structural and wildland fire fighting photos,
equipment and clothing. The museum is housed in a historic
downtown building that served as the La Grande fire station from
1899 to 2002.
Located at 102 Elm Street, 1 block off Adams in La Grande’s
downtown National Historic District. Open 10 AM to 3 PM, Monday
through Friday, plus Saturday during the summer.
Contact: Bruce Weimer, La Grande Fire Chief, 541.963.3123
or Janet Dodson, visitlg@eoni.com or 800.848.9969 for more
information.



Arts – Culture – and Unique Humans!
Eastern Oregon is filled with interesting character s, many of which are
creating wonderful art, sharing their way of life, and developing stories that
are truly all about “sustainable tourism”:

Grande Ronde Studio Tour Artists around the Grande Ronde
Valley are opening their studios and inviting the public to come view
their work, watch as it is created and get to know the artists.  The
event takes place Saturday and Sunday of the third weekend in
September, 2007, from 1 to 5 p.m. each day.  Eight studios
participate, featuring pottery, watercolor painting, blown and fused
glass, bronze sculptures and metal sculpture.  The artists offer
refreshments, conversation, and the opportunity for finding some
truly unique gifts for the holidays and home decor.  Pick up a studio
tour guide at the Visitor Center in the old fire station, 102 Elm
Street, La Grande, or at participating studios, or find it at
www.visitlagrande.com, and strike out on the tour.  What a great
way to spend an autumn afternoon!
Contacts:   Janet Dodson, 800-848-9969, or Bob Jensen, 541-963-
5351

Experience the Cowboy Life in Eastern Oregon:
HAINES, OREGON - In the United States today there are more
horses and horse owners than ever before in our nation’s history.
More people are traveling with their horses and seeking opportunities
to ride either their own horses or quality trail horses to see beautiful
scenery, or experience a way of life they have only dreamed of
having...to be a cowboy!
There are a number of ways people can enjoy the cowboy culture
through horseback riding and activities in Northeast Oregon:
1) Outfitters and guided trips into the Wallowa Mountain Wilderness
or along Hells Canyon,
or day rides from Wallowa Lake near Joseph; call 1.800.585.4121 or go to
www.wallowacountychamber.com
2) Build your own saddle during a two-week stay at the Grande Ronde
River Cow Camp, a
working cow ranch. Saddle-maker John Bennett takes you into his saddle
shop and under
his guidance as you work on your saddle at Starkey, Oregon; contact John
and Jeanne at
541.428.2199 or cowcamp@eoni.com
www.lagrandeonline.com/CowCamp
3) Weekend to week-long Horsemanship Retreats with T&T Horsemanship
near Haines,
including education about developing good horsemanship skills, and
applying them to
traditional ranch activities such as sorting cows, mountain riding, and
roping.
Alice Trindle, 541.856.3356 or tnthorse@eoni.com
www.tnthorsemanship.com



Gardening in Eastern Oregon – For the Hearty, both Plant and Human!
When you think of gardening in Oregon, beautiful
flowering plants, lush shrubs and ferns, bountiful fruits
and nuts come to mind.  Pictures easily viewed in the
western part of the state.  In Eastern Oregon,
gardeners are just as avid as their westside
counterparts, but their choices of plants are greatly
influenced by the short growing season, so they truly
have to work harder!

A story about the types of plants selected, and some
examples of extraordinary gardens, both flower and
vegetable, could also weave in the interesting history
of the local women’s clubs that shaped the
communities of Eastern Oregon.  The Oregon State
University – Extension Service, the Haines Mutual
Improvement Club, and the county garden clubs were ways women not
only educated themselves about rural life requirements, but also gave a social outlet that lead to life-long
friendships and mental health.
Contact: Alice Trinlde, Eastern Oregon Visitors Assn. 541-856-3272 or 856-3356

Hamley and Company – A Tradition of the West Restor ed
But in 2005, two men from the Northwest, Parley Pearce and Blair
Woodfield, both of whom had spent years in Oregon and on ranches
throughout the west, bought the famous Hamley building, in desperate need
of renovation and repair, and began the plans of putting the business back
together. Both men had grown up riding Hamley saddles, had visited
Hamley and Company as boys, and were very aware of the quality and
tradition that went with Hamley and Company. They had been watching the
business struggle for years, pass from disinterested owners to neglectful
managers, and decidedly intervened just before Hamley & Company was
sold to a businessman in Korea. Pearce and Woodfield acquired the building, the business, and the Hamley name all
in separate deals so Hamley & Company could once again operate out of its old store and saddle shop, produce the
quality leather products it always had, and bring to Pendleton the pride this famous western town has seen with the
likes of Pendleton Woolen Mills and the world famous Round Up rodeo.

The first step taken, in March 2005, was breathing new life into an aged building. The goal
was to make Hamley’s the best western store in America. Pearce’s son, Justin, oversaw
the dramatic construction that brought to life aspects of Hamley and Company from 1905
mixed with the new look of Hamley and Company in the 1950s. The company reopened its
doors in September 2005, one week before the Round Up and just in time to celebrate a
century of Hamley & Company in Pendleton, Oregon. Thousands of people poured into the
store daily during the Round-Up. Magazines and newspapers throughout Oregon, across
the west and throughout the nation covered the Hamley story. Visitors from across the
nation, Texas, and throughout the west have complimented us time and time again as “the
best western store in America.” We think we’d agree.
The saddle shop was reopened and saddles are being made here once again like they
used to be. Saddlemaker Monte Beckman, an original Hamley saddlemaker, returned to

oversee and continue on with the tradition of Hamley saddles. Everyone will tell you, after seeing our saddles, that
we are still making the best saddles in the world. We think we’d agree.
Hamley and Company has made an incredible journey. From Cornwall, England and the knights of old to Pendleton,
USA and the cowboys of the west, through four different states and three fires, and then nearly losing its own
identity, everyone who visits says Hamley & Company has returned to its former glory. Well, we think we’d agree.
Regardless of the challenges in the future, Hamley’s is committed to its legacy – quality leather craftsmanship,
unmatched customer service, and making the best saddles in the world.
Contact: Hamley and Co. at 541-278-1100 or web site: www.hamley.com;
Email the Manager: Jan MacGregor janm@hamley.com



Sustainable & Green Tourism Ideas in Eastern Oregon

Baker City – America’s First Geothermal Well
with Technology from China

What does a Chinese company that developed the technology that will keep spectators and athletes comfortable at
the 2008 Beijing Olympics  and a livestock equipment
manufacturer from eastern Oregon have in common?  It turns out
they are working together on America’s first geo-energy single
well system.  Lloyd Song is a senior analyst with China’s Ever
Source Science & Technology Development Company (known as
HYY).  His company came to Baker City, Oregon – population
10,000 – to develop a geo-thermal well for Behlen Manufacturing
in the fall of 2007.  Apparently the technology is quite routine in
China, in the US we have yet to truly catch on to the tremendous
potential of using the heat from the earth’s core to generate
energy and power. The local Behlen Country plant, which
manufactures livestock panels, stock watering tanks and other equipment for the ranching community, is counting on
the new system to produce annual energy savings between 50 and 70 percent,

Enterprise - Woodchips Power Pleasant Sustainable L earning
While timber harvest in the little
community of Enterprise in the far
northeastern corner of Oregon have
been declining, the effects have been
far ranging.  One big effect has been
on the local economies, and
particularly the effect of loss in tax
revenue generated by timber harvest
that were once returned to local
schools.  With these changes also
came a need to keep the school
facilities warm, safe, and operated with
an economical heating system.  The
answer came to this community in the
form of a new system to burn the slash
and wood chip products, once
discarded as not terribly useful, to
power the school facilities expansive
heating system.  The up-front cost will
be significant for this small community
with a population of less than 3,000
residents, but the long-term results
and cost savings are worth the effort.

Sexton Ranches – Producing
Natural Beef & Lamb for a
Sustainable Future
The family-owned Sexton Ranches in
eastern Oregon are a true testament to
developing a heritage of ranching into
a on-going contribution to the
community and the environment.
Raising all grass-fed beef and lamb,
Andi and Dick Sexton, along with their
young children believe…The further
your food travels for production,
packaging and sale, the more fossil
fuels are consumed.  They are true
believers that if we act locally we can



effect things globally, and in the process preserve not only our economy, our heritage, but
sustain our small communities.
Contact: Andi or Dick Sexton at: 541-856-3939 or email: info@sextonranches.com
www.sextonranches.com

Sustainable Tourism…Wilson Ranches Retreat Bed and Breakfast
 Wilson Ranches Retreat, located in North Central Oregon, is a step back in time, in a land that has a
thousand stories to share. Your hosts, Phil and Nancy Wilson are fifth generation Oregonians, whose
families homesteaded in Wheeler and Gilliam Counties over 100 years ago, and have been practicing
“Sustainable” agriculture and now tourism. A 9,000 acre working cattle and dude ranch takes you off the
beaten track to a rustic hideout where you will become part of the ranch family and share in Oregon
ranching lifestyle. They guarantee: Joy for the Heart, Peace for the Soul, and Memories for a Lifetime!
"You are the present ghosts of Oregon past. Keeping alive the heritage of true and real Oregon. You share
a special gift of the Real Working West. If those who stop here really look the visual wonders of your
sights and sounds, should never leave their minds.
Your hospitality should never leave their hearts. This
part of Oregon never leaves me."

"Shhhhhh. Close your eyes. Feel the warmth of the sun
on your face while the chilled wind dances around you,
urging you toward the hills for an adventure. Allow
yourself to relax and let your spirit ride the breeze with
the fluff of the cattails. Let go and open your heart until
it is so free it feels the pulse of the earth. Trust, and
your soul can fly high with the redwing blackbird,
swooping and skimming and singing out. Open your
eyes and see the beauty of who you are and of those
around you. Understand how simple love can be and
share it. Let the energy of this place heal you as it has done for me so many times in so many ways. I am
honored to be here." ~ Patty McGovern
Contact: Nancy Wilson at the Ranch: (866) 763-2227; web site: http://www.wilsonranchesretreat.com/

Salt Lick Any One?   All entries must be salt blocks
licked by cows or other livestock. Range blocks licked by
wildlife will also be permitted.  Blocks licked by humans
will not be permitted. Licks may also be subject to DNA
testing. Blocks with human DNA will be eliminated and
offenders banned from future contests. All entries—
unless you really really want your salt lick back—will be
displayed at Crossroads Art Center for the month of
October.  All entries must be submitted by September
27. No more than 2 entries per person. Judging
committee will judge blocks for originality and artistic
flair. All different types of blocks are eligible. Blocks only.
Drawings, photos, paintings of sculpted blocks will not be
accepted. The sculptures will be auctioned off on First
Friday with proceeds going to the Parkinson Center of
Oregon, OSHU (Parkinsons and salt?*) and Crossroads
Art Center. Cows caught using steroids will be canned.



Art has legs in Historic Baker City
BAKER CITY, OREGON_ Experience great art, sip wine or coffee and
enjoy tasty treats. This art loving historic district opens its doors and
wall space to guest artists and celebrates with an art walk the first
Friday of every month. If you prefer grooving to live music, an additional
weekend each month is dedicated to “Music Fest.” Enjoy live Jazz,
Rock n Roll, Country and the Blues – you’ll find a variety of musicians at multiple venues on Friday and
Saturday nights. Inspired by a community full of art lovers, the industry is responding. Crossroads Art and
Cultural Center is currently engaged in the restoration of Baker City’s Carnegie Library where the
organization will make its permanent home and offer gallery, theater and classroom space. Blue Mountain
Fine Arts, Baker County’s first foundry relocated to Baker City this year.
Contact: Kari Whitacre, 800.523.1235 or 541.523.3356
Email: kari@visitbaker.com

The winter wonderland for performing arts (& nature ’s art) of eastern Oregon is a sight to behold!
Sparkling snow, blue skies and crisp, clean air make the out-of-doors beckon. For those who wish to
escape the cold and avoid frozen fingers, eastern Oregon offers a wide variety of indoor entertainment
and activities. Most communities have bowling allies and movie theaters. For arts enthusiasts concerts,
plays and art shows are common throughout the fall and winter. The Grande Ronde Symphony Orchestra
in La Grande and the The Inland Empire Orchestra in Pendleton each have a full schedule of
performances featuring local and visiting musicians. Crossroads Art Center in Baker City and the award-
winning drama and music departments at Eastern Oregon University in La Grande, Treasure Valley
Community College in Ontario and Blue Mountain Community College in Pendleton all provide quality
plays and concerts. Museums in every county highlight the rich Native American history, the Oregon Trail
and settlement era, and ethnic influences in the region. Throughout the holiday season, craft shows and
holiday festivals are common across Eastern Oregon. Finding a unique, hand made gift is easy! Check in
with the local destination marketing organization for a list and calendar of events or go to www.eova.com
for an event calendar and then link to the local websites for detailed visitor information. During the
holidays, rural towns seem to take extra delight in decorating with lights. Drive around and enjoy the
elaborate and festive light shows on historic homes and neighborhoods, farms and ranches and
commercial districts.

SADDLE MAKING RETREAT
Imagine the opportunity to build your own saddle while you spend time with us in Eastern Oregon.

Saddle-maker John Bennett and his wife Jeanne invite you to the peace and quiet of the Grand Ronde
River, and towering pines as you work on your saddle.

John will take you into his saddle shop and the process will begin under his guidance. In approximately 8
to 10 days, you will have your saddle complete and ready to ship home. The Bennetts have a lifetime of
ranching experience, which they share with children and grandchildren. John's interest in saddle-making
comes naturally as his great grandfather was a harness-maker; some of those same tools are used in the
shop today.
Contact: The Grande Ronde Cow Camp  (Web Site: http://www.granderondecowcamp.com/)
58303 Grande Ronde River Road | Starkey, Oregon 97850
(541) 428-2199 | Fax: (541) 428-2199
cowcamp@eoni.com



Joseph, Oregon – An Art Walk Cowboys, Cougars, and Pretty
Young Ladies: In the far northeastern corner of Oregon you will
discover a town right out of the old west.  Here cowboys who make
their living from the back of a horse still come to town for lunch,
with their dogs in the back of the pickup.  But as you meander
down Main Street, you will be greeted by bronze art that depicts the
culture of the area, and situated in a mountain setting that truly is
nature’s art walk!
Contact: Vicki Searles, at the Wallowa County Chamber: 541-426-
4622 or email: vicki@wallowacounty.org;  www. Wallowacountychamber.com

Outdoor Recreation
Eastern Oregon is a play-land for a variety of outd oor pursuits.  From the best
fishing and hunting opportunities, to winter-time f un snowboarding, skiing,
and snowshoeing:

Eastern Oregon offers a variety of summer golfing fun,
from world class courses, such as Buffalo Peak Golf
Course near Union and Wildhorse Gaming Resort Golf
Course near Pendleton, to quite rolling courses such
Milton-Freewaters two level course, to Baker City’s
pastoral setting at the base of the Elkhorn Mountains.
Rural golfing is great fun and very economical.  Plus, the
weather on the eastside of the Cascade Mountains offer
plenty of sunny days!
Contact: Alice Trinlde, Eastern Oregon
Visitors Assn. 541-856-3272 or 856-3356
Wildhorse Gaming Resort: Laine Wortman at 1-800-654-9473
Pendleton Country Club: Doug Newman at 541-443-8874
Willow Creek Country Club near Heppner: Heppner Chamber at 541-676-5536
Baker City Golf Course: Billie Cunnigham at 541-523-2358

Hikes for All Ages and Levels of Adventure:  First, you ride the northwest’s highest tramway to the top
of Mt. Howard, overlooking the stunning Wallowa Lake.  Next you OOHH
and AAWW as you out over 7 seven mountain ranges and see into 4
different states.  Finally, you put the hiking shoes on and head for all
levels of adventure.  Whether it be an hour hike following the nature trail
immediately around the top of Mt. Howard, or you are setting off on a
short day or week long hike, this is a great departure point.
Contacts: Mike Lockhart, Wallowa Lake Tramway – web site:
www.wallowalaketramway.com; 541-432-5331
Vicki Searles, Wallowa Co. Chamber – email: vicki@wallowcounty.org;
541-426-4622

Rural Golfing…Rocks, Hills, and the Occasional Cowpie!



Minim Lodge Offers Unique Wilderness Experience
LA GRANDE, OREGON - Imagine a place where you can enjoy excellent, home-cooked
meals, a comfortable bed and all of the comforts of home, while surrounded by miles and
miles of wilderness. The only way to reach this little piece of heaven is walking or riding
horseback for eight and a half scenic miles. Or by dropping into the middle of the Eagle
Cap Wilderness, high in the Wallowa Mountains of northeast Oregon, in a small airplane,
landing on a 2600-foot dirt airstrip. Hiking, fishing, and horse-back riding are offered at the
lodge, along with the opportunity to watch wildlife, enjoy the quiet and relax in a magnificent
setting. Guests can bring their own horses or use those offered by the lodge. Operating
such a business requires tenacity, ingenuity, and passion.
Contact: Shawn and Shelly Steen, 541.432.6545 or steens@oregontrail.net
www.minamlodgeoutfitters.com

Viewing Rocky Mt. Elk – Up Close & Personal
Tucked away in the far northeast corner of
Oregon, two women and a team of horses having
been offer people from around the world the
opportunity to see Rocky Mt. elk in a whole new
light.  T&T Wildlife Tours, Alice Trindle and
Susan Triplett started Oregon’s only horse-drawn
elk-viewing excursions 13 years ago with two goals
in mind: First to help educate the general public
about this magnificent creature…the Rocky Mt. elk,
and second, to continue their own ranching heritage by using a team of
workhorses to aid in the experience.  It has worked splendidly.
Mid-December through end of February the two women carry people from
literally all over the world to within 10 feet of over 150 head of Rocky Mt. elk
at the base of the Blue Mountains near the little town of North Powder.
Contact: Susan Triplett 541-856-3356 or www.tnthorsemanship.com

Eagle Cap Excursion
Train Offers Rare
Sightseeing
Opportunities
LA GRANDE, OREGON
- Imagine riding a train
through some of
Oregon’s most beautiful
scenery. Rumble at a
leisurely pace beside two
tumbling rivers, through
rugged roadless
canyons, past the green
meadows of Chief
Joseph country in the
shadow of the
magnificent
Wallowa Mountains. The
opportunity for such a
train ride was almost lost
forever.
The historic “Joseph Branch” of the Wallowa Union Railroad was within days of being dismantled for
salvage in 2002. The 63 mile section from Elgin to Joseph had been abandoned for several years and the



right-of-way itself was in jeopardy. Wallowa and Union Counties, with a combined population of barely over thirty thousand people,
refused to sit by and watch a vital piece of their history and hope for the future disappear. The two county governments formed the
Wallowa Union Railroad and purchased the railroad and limited freight and passenger rolling stock in May 2003. After a lapse of
forty years, passenger service between Union and Wallowa Counties is once again available. Organizers of the Eagle Cap
Excursion Train in Oregon’s beautiful northeast corner have announced their 2007 excursion schedule. Trips of varying lengths
and portions of the railroad are offered every Saturday and a few Thursdays from
Memorial Day weekend through October. Most trips include brunch, lunch, or dinner buffet. Some have entertainment or special
interest themes.

In 2006, the railroad purchased the stretch of track that allows it to board more thanhalf of its trips in Elgin, at the western end of
the railroad. Called the Jewel of Elgin, these excursions travel entirely in the roadless sections of the Grande Ronde and Wallowa
past Minam to Rondowa, the confluence of the Wallowa and Grande Ronde Rivers.
For complete descriptions and the schedule, go to www.eaglecaptrain.com.
In addition to the excursion train’s fourth full season in 2007, the railroad also
operates a freight hauling business. www.eaglecaptrain.com
Contact: Janet Dodson, Union County Tourism, 1.800.848.9969 or visitlg@eoni.com

Horseback Vacations and Retreats in Eastern Oregon
In the United States today there are more horses and horse
owners than ever before in our nation’s history.  More people
are traveling with their horses and seeking opportunities to
ride either their own horses and quality trail horses to see
beautiful scenery, or experience a way of life they have only
dreamed of having…to be a cowboy!

In Eastern Oregon we have a number of ways people can enjoy the
environment and culture horseback:
·  Outfitters and guided trips into the Wallowa Mountain

Wilderness or along Hells Canyon 1-800-585-4121
·  Day rides from Wallowa Lake near Joseph

www.wallowacountychamber.com
·  Weekend to week-long Horsemanship Retreats with T&T Horsemanship near Haines, including education about

developing good horsemanship skills, and applying them to traditional ranch activities such as sorting cows,
mountain riding, and roping www.tnthorsemanship.com

Contact: Alice Trinlde, Eastern Oregon Visitors Assn. 541-856-3272 or 856-3356

Volksmarchers Along the Columbia River
What are Volksmarchers and what are they doing in Eastern Oregon?  Volksmarchers or walkers are
members of an international walking organization.  They keep records of the number of kilometers they
walk on specific routes or trails aiming to reach personal goals of 10,000 to 25,000 kilometers.  For the
past six years people from all over the United States and Europe have been walking a 10 K route along
the Columbia River, beginning in Boardman, Oregon.  People relay that they truly enjoy the route, with
comments like, “It’s much more fun the walking the streets!”  The seasonal self-guided Boardman
Volksswalk begins April 1st and continues until September 30th, 2004.  The route follows the Columbia
River Heritage Trail, covering much of the area followed by Lewis & Clark 200 years ago.
Contact: Carol Michael   541-481-9457

Elkhorn Classic Bicycle Race: Elkhorn Classic Bicycle Race
Third Weekend in  June
The Elkhorn Classic is growing into one of the “must rides” for bicycles
enthusiasts from all over the United States and many foreign countries.
Imagine riding along the Oregon Trail, or cresting a hill to see the
Elkhorn Mountains revealed, towering over 10,000 feet.  You may get to
ride those mountains if you are part of the teams competing for the Gold
Rush 100 Mile.  Riders from far and wide come to test their skills and
endurance on the roads of Baker County.  The races, as well as the
racers, are remarkable sights. The evenings of the race are spent
enjoying the hospitality of Historic Baker City with fine dining, great local microbrews, coffee houses and wine tasting.
For more information: http://www.elkhornclassicstagerace.com
http://www.visitbaker.com Kari Whitacre 1-800-523-1235  email: kari@visitbaker.com



Crappie, Smallmouth bass, and Yellow Perch – A Fish ermen (or women’s)
Dream:
There is nothing quite like the fight of a smallmouth bass, and some will say the a
crappie fillet pan-fried will stand up against the best fish-frys of the south.  So
where is the best and biggest warm-water fishery in Oregon?  Many claim it is
Brownlee Reserviour located near Richland, Oregon.  Facilities at the Reserviour
have been recently updated, and as plans continue, camping, RV sites, boating,
picnicing, and of course fishing will continue to be enhanced.
Contact: The Baker County Parks Department;  541-523-8200, or Visit Baker at:
http://www.visitbaker.com Kari Whitacre 1-800-523-1235  email:
kari@visitbaker.com

Anthony Lakes – Almost Sun Valley and Timberline Lo dge?
Nestled in the Elkhorn Mountains near the little
town of North Powder is one of the most stunning
views of glacier-formed high mountain lakes, that
is easily accessible both winter and summer.
Anthony Lakes catch the attention of several
early developers simply because of its proximity
to the railroad, and its delightful light powder
snow.  When the Union Pacific Railroad was
looking for the perfect location to develop a
resort that their rail passengers could access,
they looked at two localities.  One is what
became Sun Valley in Idaho, and the second
was Anthony Lakes, right here in eastern
Oregon.

During the days of the “New Deal”, Roosevelt’s
CCC workers were assigned to the Anthony
Lakes area, and plans were drawn-up to build a
Timberline-like lodge near the lake.  But, as the WWII started, the CCC workers went off to war, and the
plans were never to be resurrected.

ANTHONY LAKES  – Skiing, Snowboarding, and
Kilometer after Kilometer of Great Cross-country
Skiing:
Set high in the Elkhorn Ridge of the Blue Mountains of
northeast Oregon, the Anthony Lakes ski and recreation
area provides excellent opportunities for year-round
outdoor recreation. In winter, Ski Anthony Lakes attracts
skiers and boarders of all ages and levels who love
powder snow and relish short lift lines. Adventurers take
advantage of snow-cat skiing on the backside of the
mountain. Less than an hour northwest of Baker City or
southwest of La Grande, Ski Anthony Lakes boasts the highest ski resort base elevation in Oregon; which
means exquisite powder skiing! Ski Anthony features a variety of events such as snowmobile drag races,
down hill races, and live music in their lounge.
And, they are great for spectators. www.anthonylakes.com



Trains – Sumpter Valley : Sumpter Valley Railroad &  Dredge
The Sumpter Valley Railroad and the Sumpter Valley Dredge State
Heritage Area are located along the Elkhorn Byway in the richly
historic mining town of Sumpter. Sumpter Valley, renowned for its
rich history and impressive scenery host the steam-powered
excursions of the narrow gauge Sumpter Valley Railroad.  The state
heritage area offers a self guided tour on a five story mining dredge
or 3.5 miles of trials to explore the habitat for various birds and
wildlife created by the dredge tailing.
Contact: www.svry.com or Karen at: www.oregonstateparks.com

Heppner
"Where the heck is Heppner?"  Heppner is where the earth meets the sky, three and a half hours from
Portland and Bend; one and a half hours from the wine country of Walla Walla or the Tri-Cities, and just a
bit further from Boise. If one is tough enough to leave the cities behind, they will soon be in full control of
the traffic flow. As the wheels roll, one need only brake for deer, antelope, pheasants or a contented cow
or two. Eighteen wheelers are pretty much invisible!

Visitors may choose their wheels of preference. If it’s bicycle wheels, Cycle enthusiasts will tell you that
Heppner’s rolling hills and Blue Mountain Scenic Byway offer perfect routes for recreational bicyclists.
Wide-open space is a significant attraction. Whether a part of Cycle Oregon, Timberline Adventures, or
just out for a family ride, Heppner offers a fantastic fall ride.

Motorcyclists, from all directions, take the turns with ease and find the view of Oregon and Washington
mountain peaks breathtaking from the summit. A stop at Bucknum’s to share food and libation at the 100-
year-old bar that came around the horn is a must.

Car clubs put Heppner on their route for a leisurely journey to enjoy the fall colors. Upon arrival, history
buffs can take the Morrow County Courthouse Tour; view the largest mural painted by a single artist west
of the Mississippi on the FARM Museum, where antique wheels on vehicles from buggy to tractors my be
viewed. At the Morrow County Museum one can walk into rooms of yesteryear. On the hill above Heppner,
the Flood Memorial gives pause as one reflects on the loss of 217 lives in 1903. This is the site of the
annual Dinner At The Cemetery, where the stories of early inhabitants from Irish to Chinese can be heard.

Visitors who prefer off-road wheels in the forest can head for the Morrow County OHV Park, south of
Heppner. This is an ATV all terrain and off-highway vehicle paradise, offering 6,200 acres of riding trails.
Snowmobilers and cross-country skiers enjoy the park during the winter. RV space is available.

So, Are you tough enough? to leave the stress behind and put your foot to the pedal? Then get lost in
Heppner where at night the stars are wrapped all around you and you can get in touch with your soul!
(Then again, if you want to bring the stress with you, we’ve got wireless!) www.heppnerchamber.com

Culinary Travel
Come visit eastern Oregon to see where your food is  grown and taste the
bounty!

Mimies in Halfway – How did she get there, and why is it so special?
Eastern Oregon Wineries – Gillstrap, Zebra, Hamilto n’s, Blue Mt. Cider
Seneca Rocky Mt. Oyster Feed
Stetson’s in Pendleton – Great beef, Great service



Using Locally Grown Goodness:  Remember the taste
of fresh green beans, raspberries, acron squash, or little
red potatoes right out of grandma’s garden?  What if
there place, where the restaurants were on a first-name
basis with local gardeners, and every days during the
summer and fall months the chef catered his or her
menu around what was growing?  Well in La Grande,
Oregon there are two local restaurateurs who do just
that, and the results are scrumptious!   Sandy Sorrels is
the owner of Ten Depot Street.  Beginning in about July,
you can find Sandy in the mornings picking zucchini, or
yellow crook-necks, and dreaming up wonderful recipes
for the evenings fare to be stir-fired, sautéed, and
tossed.   Merlyn Baker, chef and owner of Foley Station
has a list of local growers that help him with his tasty
creations, from the cherry orchards in the Cove area to
backyard gardeners of La Grande.  Each week Merlyn
features these locally grown, organic products in a variety of cultural cuisine, all prepared under his
watchful eye as an excellent chef.  Locally grown goodness…Prepared locally, and shared with locals and
visitors alike, in the beautiful setting of historic La Grande, Oregon.
Contacts:  Janet Dodson, Union County Tourism – email: visitlg@eoni.com; 541-963-8588
Kari Whitacre, Visit Baker – email: kari@visitbaker.com
Meryln Baker, Chef & Owner - Foley Station – email: meryln@foleystation.com; 541-963-7473
Sandy Sorrels, Chef & Owner – Ten Depot Street – email: sandrasorrels@hotmail.com; 541-963-8766

Meals with a View:  Sit on the edge of Chief Joseph Canyon as you dine on
locally grown beef, sip Oregon wine, and cast your vision over the same
wildflowers that have grown here for hundreds of years.  (RimRock Inn near
Enterprise, Oregon)  Or watch Multnomah Falls cascade over ancient rocks, as
you sample a tasty meal.  See the sunset over the Pacific, or watch a storm come
in as you munch on crab cakes and drink Oregon microbrew.  Oregon has many
unusual restaurants that offer a meal with a view.
Contacts: Jordan Hostetter, GM of RimRock Inn – email:
manager@rimrockrestaurant.com; 541-828-7769
Vicki Searles, Wallowa Co. Chamber – email:
vicki@wallowcounty.org; 541-426-4622

Visit Eastern Oregon  Wineries
COVE, OREGON - Can you grow grapes in northeast Oregon’s
chilly and erratic climate? Gilstrap Brothers Winery, the only winery
and vineyard east of the Cascade Mountains in Oregon, has proven
you can and is open for visitors and tours. The winery grows grapes in
a sheltered area at the scenic western base of the Wallowa Mountains
above the little town of Cove, across the valley from La Grande. The
Gilstrap family planted their first vines in 1993 and says the
challenging weather actually adds to the grapes’ flavor. The vintner
purchases additional grapes from the Yakima Valley in Washington.
They are now selling bottles of their 2001 cabernet sauvignon, merlot
and chardonnay wines. In addition to sampling the wines and
purchasing bottles directly from the winery, wine lovers can also
buy the wine by the glass at La Grande’s popular dinner house, Ten
Depot Street. Tours of the winery are available weekends and by
appointment.
Contact: Warren Gilstrap, Gilstrap Brothers Winery, 541.568.4646 or
568.4450
www.gilstrapbrothers.com warren@gilstrapbrothers.com
or Janet Dodson, Union County Tourism, 800.848.9969 or
visitlg@eoni.com
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exceptional wines from the award winning Hells Canyon Winery
which derives its name from the Hells Canyon National
Recreation Area. You will
also enjoy navigating
through the largest rapids in
Hells Canyon while
traveling through the
deepest part of the canyon.
Also, on your jet boat

excursion  you will experience spectacular scenery, Indian pictographs, an
abandoned homesteader’s cabin and the Kirkwood Living Historical Ranch.

Tour begins at 9:00 A.M. and returns around 3:00 P. M. Pacific Time.  The
tour will begin and end at the Hells Canyon Visitor Center, one mile below
Hells Canyon Dam. You must be 21 years of age to participate, bring photo id
with you to the launch site. Cost per person is $137.50.

Reservations can be made on our secure website,
www.hellscanyonadventures.com or you can call our office, 1-800-422-3568.

Heavenly Byway Bites & Nights
LA GRANDE, OREGON - The Hells Canyon Scenic Byway in
Northeast Oregon is wellknown for its extraordinary scenic vistas
and outstanding opportunities for outdoor recreation.
However, few people have discovered the culinary delights and
beautifully restored lodging facilities to be found along the route.
There are lots of great dining choices in communities all along the
Byway, ranging from the fresh ingredients and home style cooking
found at Ten Depot Street to the German Cuisine at Vali’s to the
Northwest Cuisine at Foley Station. Fresh air and open spaces
whet the appetite and East Oregonians love food. Local residents
and frequent visitors will be happy to point visitors to their favorite
eating establishments.
In addition to exceptional dining choices, northeast Oregon has several truly outstanding
places to stay. Each of the Hells Canyon Byway lodging choices listed below is housed in a beautifully
restored and decorated historic building. Check out their web sites and you’ll be hooked!
·  Stange Manor, La Grande; 888.286.9463 or www.stangemanor.com
·  Historic Union Hotel, Union; 888.441.8928 or www.theunionhotel.com
·  Wallowa Lake Lodge, Wallowa Lake; 541.432.9821 or www.wallowalake.com
·  The Bronze Antler B & B, Joseph; 866.520.9769 or www.bronzeantler.com
·  Pine Valley Lodge, Halfway; 541.742.2027 or www.pvlodge.com
·  Geiser Grand Hotel, Baker City; 888.434.7374 or www.geisergrand.com

The shopping opportunities along the byway are equally inviting. Why not plan a tour of the Hells Canyon
Scenic Byway, based on great food, outstanding scenery, and unique lodging?
www.hellscanyonbyway.com
Contact: Janet Dodson, Union County Tourism, 1.800.848.9969 or www.visitlagrande.com.



Barley Brown’s Brew Pub  takes home three gold meda ls in this years NABA competition
Baker City, Oregon

Barley Brown’s Brew Pub won three gold medals at the
2007 North American Beer Awards held in Idaho Falls, ID.
The contest, limited to commercially produced beers from
active breweries, had over 1000 entries representing
breweries from New York to Alaska, Canada, and Mexico.
Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals were awarded to the top
breweries in the country.  Barley Brown’s was one of only
five breweries taking home three or more gold medals.

Barley’s, WFO(Wide Frickin Open) IPA, Tankslapper
Double IPA, and the Jalapeno Hot Blond won highest
honors at the NABA.  With the Tumble Off Pale Ale and
Sled Wreck taking silver.  All told, five medals for this small
Eastern Oregon brewpub is something of which Tyler
Brown, his staff, and loyal fans are very proud.

In his youth, Tyler was reared in the restaurant business.
After high school, he left Baker City to train as a motorcycle
mechanic, and later returned to the family trade.  He had a
vision: create a cool place for friends to hang out, listen to
music, and of course, drink beer.  Tyler had a hard fight on
his hands to convince the locals that handcrafted beer was
something they wanted and that a brewpub was something
the rural agriculture community of Baker County would
approve of.  The first three years at Barley Brown’s Brew
Pub were lean.  As he refined the brewing process, Tyler
placed small samples of his brew in front of every domestic beer-drinking patron who graced his pub.
Now, ten years later, Tyler has one of the most incredible brew pubs in the North West.

Tyler is self-taught and creates his own recipes based on classic brewing styles. Shawn Kelso, a
childhood friend of Tyler’s, volunteered to work with him six years ago.  A few years back, Tyler handed
the reigns to Shawn and the two debate over brewing processes almost every time they share the brew
room.  Just last week, both got a little hot under the collar about the effect dry hops have on IPA style
beer.  At the end of the day, the passion they have for making the best product possible gives way to
award winning beer.

Flora School Education Center: Cooking, Needle-work ,
Quilting…Learning the Ways of the Past
Come to a real working farm in the very Northeastern corner of Oregon,
and learn the ways of the past.  Classes in quilting, or learn how to
embroidery dishtowels.  Maybe you would like to know how to make
candles, soap, ice cream the pioneers did.  How about cookies from
scratch, or weaving, or Dutch Oven cooking.  It is all possible at the North
End Crossing near Flora.  Contact: FSEC Classes 2007, 82744 College
Lane, Flora, Oregon 97828-5111.
floraschool@tds.net or call 541-828-7010. Vanessa Thew
Thompson; North End Crossing-- barn, bed, books
www.northendcrossing.com



Events and Unique Activities
Hells Canyon Mule Days
ENTERPRISE, OREGON - Hells Canyon Mule Days
celebrates 25 years of mules and
mule skinners on the weekend after Labor Day,
September 8 - 10, 2007. From its humble
beginnings in 1881, the event has progressed steadily
and become the fastest growing
mule show in the northwest. This annual event draws
mule and donkey owners and spectators
intrigued by this long-eared quine, from all over the
northwest. Wallowa County’s
inhospitable terrain of the Hells Canyon area owes
most of its early settlement and development
to the mule, who served as a major means of
transportation during the early times.
The mule, tough, intelligent, sure-footed, and often
misunderstood, was a mainstay of the
many miners, sheepherders, packers and outfitters
working in Wallowa County. It was
elevated to center stage by the Hells Canyon Mule Days. The weekend is packed full of
mule related competitions and happenings and there is always something to see and do for
the whole family. Contact: Sondra Lozier, 888.323.3271 or 541.263.0104 or 541.426.3271
email: president@hellscanyonmulesdays.com  www.hellscanyonmuledays.com

Balloons over Tamastalikt and John Day

Baker City, North Powder, & Halfway – How are Art W alks, Elk, and Snowmobiling Related?
Although summer is a very busy tourist season for Baker City and northeast Oregon, fall and winter also
have much to offer visitors, including a slower pace and quieter atmosphere. Historic Baker City's Fall
Festival (Sept. 23 & 24) is a two-day celebration of Baker County's agricultural and pioneer heritage.
Activities and events are designed to showcase our unique western culture (past and present), with
dancing, music, cowboy poetry, children's activities, Dutch oven cook off, and The Taste of Baker. The Fall
Festival kicks off Baker County's contribution to the statewide Oregon Bounty campaign. The year-round
First Friday Art Walks take place each month and includes several Baker City Galleries that feature
regional artists. These events often include food and wine and music. In addition, the second Friday of
each month features the local authors of the Literary Guild. Crossroads Art Center offers plays throughout
the season.

Nestled in the valley between the Wallowa Mountains to the East and the Elkhorn Ridge of the Blue
Mountains to the West, Baker County really comes alive in the winter! The town of Halfway in the
northeast corner of the county is a popular base for snowmobile enthusiasts, who enjoy hundreds of miles
of groomed trails in the Wallowa and Blue Mountains. Baker City's Victorian Holiday season attracts
visitors during the first two weeks of December. Fire barrels line Main Street and residents gather around
to warm their hands as they watch the floats from the Twilight Parade pass by. After the parade, the Baker
County's holiday season kicks off with the lighting of the outdoor Christmas tree, donated by a local family.
Baker County hosts a number of Victorian Christmas activities including a formal tea at the Geiser Grand
Hotel, served by costumed interpreters, and carriage rides in the beautiful downtown. Rocky Mountain Elk
can be viewed up close from a horse-drawn wagon at the ODFW wildlife area near North Powder.



Hermiston – Running of the Bulls?
Well the bulls won’t actually be running on Main Street in Hermiston, Oregon  (at least they hope none get loose!),
but there is a whole lot of bull to be seen.  The Annual Columbia Basin Bull Breeders Show has the added attraction
of the entire Main Street of little Hermiston opening up to exhibit these fine breeding bulls in true style.  Wander the
street for a true ‘Americana Experience’, including a western art show, quilt show, the Denim and Diamonds Ball, and
of course…a little bull!
Contact: Debbie Pedro, Ex. Director, Hermiston Chamber of Commerce
541-567-6151 or email: coyla@eotnet.net

Migratory Bird Festival and Art Show:
Calling All Birders!  This is an exception
annual event for people of all ages the love
birds.  Located on the Great Pacfic Flyway,
the little town of Burns, Oregon comes to
life for the annual John Schaff Migratory
Bird Festival.  Workshops, daily bird
watching tours, coupled with a fabulous art
show.  Contact: Jessica Cahill, Harney
County Chamber at: 541-573-2636;
www.harneycounty.com;
www.migratorybirdfestival.com

Family Travel
Hop in the car, rent an RV, or climb aboard the tra in
for great family travel ideas, Eastern Oregon has m uch to offer.

Milk the Cows, Feed the Horses, & Go Back in Time ( The Way it Was…Still is!): The North End
Crossing is not your typical bed & breakfast. Oh yes, you will get a nice hot bath, with running water, and a
scrumptious breakfast, but you will also have the opportunity to feel as if you were the new star of Little House on the
Prairie! Situated in the little town of Flora in the far northeastern corner of Oregon, your family can spend a day or a
week truly experiencing life on the farm, stepping back in time, and learning about the activities and requirements of
early farm/ranch life. How did they make butter and then how did they store it? What types of greens did you plant
and when and how did you harvest, store, and prepare them? How did they shoe draft horses, and why? How did
you take the wool and turn it into a blanket for winter? Think of those
programs on PBS, where the family totally goes back to the 1800’s and
becomes a pioneer or rancher for a summer. Now shorten the experience
and come to the North End Crossing to learn, experience, and even have
fun!

Multil-Generational Sharing of History and Heritage : The story of
the Oregon Trail is not the story of kings and queens, presidents and
generals. It is not the story of dates and battles or of heroes and
scoundrels. The Oregon Trail is the story of families making the best
decisions they could with the information at hand, taking a risk in order to
produce a better life for their children and the following generations.  The
Oregon Trail is history of the people, by the people and for the people.
The National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center transports visitors
through time to this era of overland emigration. Interpretive exhibits, theater
programs, living history, a book shop and special events relate the story of
the Oregon Trail and the families and individuals who made the decision to
take a risk to create a better life for those that came after.
The exhibits and themes of the Interpretive Center provide a framework for
family groups, especially multigenerational family groups, to talk about their
histories, about the decisions that were made and the results of those decisions.  Families are provoked to discuss
who they are, where they came from, how things have changed, what remains unchanged, and how things might be
in the future. After these discussions kids have a much stronger sense of who they are and a greater appreciation for
their parents, grandparents, and great grand parents.
Contact: Sarah LeCompte; 541-523-1843; or email: Sarah_LeCompte@blm.gov



Byway Stories
Oregon has more All American Roads, the premier Nat ional Scenic Byways,
in the nation.  In addition to Hells Canyon All Ame rican Road, eastern Oregon
boasts of two other National Forest Scenic Byways, four state byways, and
several Oregon tour routes.  The stories along the byways are as diverse as
the landscape!

Oregon’s All American Roads
Oregon has more designated “All American Roads” than any other state in the nation.  These roads, which
have received the highest designation from the Federal Highways Administration, as including multiple
intrinsic qualities, such as outstanding scenery, amazing cultural, geological, and historic stories, and offer
a heritage that is unique in the story of the United
States.

Hells Canyon All American Road is the only such
designation east of the Cascade Mountains in Oregon,
and it offers a story that is rich and diverse.  From the
lush floor of the Grande Ronde Valley near La Grande,
to the towering peaks of Chief Joseph Mountain, and
finally to 8,000 feet down in Hells Canyon, the
experience is one-of-a-kind in the entire world.
Interesting story ideas along the route could include:
·  A fall foliage tour that shows the rich, dark reds of

the sumac bushes, to the viverant oranges of the
quaking aspen, cotton woods, and tamarack trees

·  Barns and churches along the route
·  Wildflowers of Hells Canyon
·  Story of the Nez Perce, the annual Friendship

Feast and Pow Wow called TamKaLiks, when the
Wallowa Band of the Nez Perce return to their
homeland

·  Fishing the rivers of Hells Canyon All American Road – from steelhead to bass, a paradise unmatched
for the fish and the scenery

·  Jet boat and rafting trips through the deepest part of Hells Canyon www.hellscanyonadverntures.com

Contact: Alice Trinlde, Eastern Oregon Visitors Assn. 541-856-3272 or 856-3356
www.hellscanyonbyway.com

Eastern Oregon’s Connecting Byways
LA GRANDE, OREGON - The exceptional scenery, diverse geology, outdoor
recreation opportunities and historical significance of eastern Oregon have
brought the region a national reputation for sightseeing. The Hells Canyon
Scenic Byway is the anchor for the
cluster of state designated scenic byways in the northeast corner of the state. Learn about each byway’s
own unique character and magnificent scenery.

Contact: Janet Dodson, Union County Tourism, La Grande,
Oregon 800.848.9969
email: visitlg@eoni.com web site: www.visitlagrande.com



Winter Byway Activities – Hells Canyon National Sce nic Byway – Not Just a Great Summer Visit!
Hells Canyon National Scenic Byway, an All American Road, is located in the far northeast corner of
Oregon.  Known for it’s tremendous diversity of landscapes, from the depth of Hells Canyon (American’s
deepest river gorge) to the majestic Wallowa Mountains and valleys that were home to Chief Joseph, it is
a stunning experience to visit.  While winter time does close the a portion of the Byway, there is still plenty
of diversity in which to take part.  From hundred’s of miles of snowmobile trails, to the annual Sled Dog
Race, an Iditarod qualifier, to the symphonies at the Eastern Oregon University, there is something for the
entire family.

Wildlife Along the Byways – Keep your Eyes OPEN!
Traveling along Hells Canyon National Scenic Byway, an All American
Road, you had better keep your eyes peeled for all types of wildlife.
Here, in the far northeastern corner of Oregon, many types of critters
live, and they seem to just wait for tourist season to really show off!
Along the 218-mile route you are quite likely to see mountain goats
and sheep, Rocky Mt. Elk, mule deer, black bear, cougar, and lots of
squirrels.

Wallowa Valley Arts Festival – Nature’s Perfect Set ting
In early June, it is a great time to migrate to the far
northeastern corner of Oregon to experience art, nature, in
a beautiful setting.  The Wallowa Valley Arts Festival takes
place in Joseph, Oregon, which is located along Hells
Canyon National Scenic Byway, an All American Road.
Known for its bronze foundries, and many local artists
working in oil paint, glass, fiber, and jewelry, Joseph is a
natural for a spring arts festival.  Along with the opening-
night gala, there is a juried art show, art sales,
demonstrations, workshops, and art auctions. Always held
the first weekend in June.
Contact: Mike Koloski, at 541-426-8604;
www.wallowavalleyarts.org

Whimsical Halfway – Quirky Northeast Oregon Artists
Halfway Whimsical is a member based artist’s cooperative
providing a venue for local artists, many whom have never
shown their talents publicly before. For a relatively small
population base (about 2000 residents in the two valleys of
Pine and Eagle in northeastern Oregon) there is a very
diverse cross of talents. About 20 members support the
cooperative store.

Halfway Whimsical was conceived through the efforts of a group
of community members looking for ways to create employment
opportunities and help stimulate the economies from Oxbow, on
the Snake River, through Richland, about 12 miles west of Halfway. As a result of these community meetings, one of
the committees started looking at the community arts. As a particular result of this, Halfway Whimsical became a
reality. On Monday May, 28, 2007, a local artists co-op was born.

One of the two main goals of the co-op was to create interesting and whimsical things
from items bound for the local landfill or destined for the recycling center. A number of
items were donated to the store from the “forgotten” in old local barns and from
household’s cupboards that were no longer used or functional in their present form. With
the inspiration and creativity of Bill Shields, a local minister, things turned into usable
creative pieces of art. The second goal was to have a place for local artists to show their
talents.

2007 Festival poster art,
entitled Imnaha Glory, a

watercolor by Kathy Drake.



The store now displays a wide variety whimsical re-
creations from bird feeders and houses, recreated
clothing and accessories, wood and metal, including
recycled silverware which are made into functional
and artful pieces and, “whimsy” wind chimes. Also
displayed are varying styles of fine art, jewelry,
photography, greeting cards, quilts and woven rugs,
pottery, and handcrafted bath products including
soaps, lotion bars, lip balms and bath salts. A
sprinkling of antiques and collectibles are used for
display and are for sale. Even a local coffee roasting
artisan is selling freshly roasted coffee by the half and
full pound!

An intriguing store located in the heart of downtown
Halfway is just across the street from US Bank and next to Jacob’s Dream, the towns local and interesting
thrift shop. Please stop in and see what has been especially created for you. 

Store open 10-4 Monday through Saturday.  Located at 231 Gover Lane and phone number is 541-742-
6040. Visit www.halfwaywhimsical.com for a sampling of creations and fine art. 


